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Directar's
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FEB/MAR 2017
Executive Director
Tommy Carroll

New Year, New Government, New Opportunities.

With the United States operating with a new president
there is great optimism that more prosperous times lay
ahead for the various segments of the forest products
industry as well as its customers. While praying for better
times ahead, this is no time to lower your guard to the
individuals and groups still in place that still desire to fur-
ther regulate and control your business. Supporting the
American Loggers Council at the national level through
your support of the state logging associations such as the
SWPA is the only way logging companies can maintain a
strong and consistent voice at all levels of government.

One significant issue to consider centers around an
increased demand for consumer and building products. If
the economy picks up and the demand for these products
creates a need for increased wood fiber production, will
the current level of harvesting and trucking capacity be
sufficient to meet the demand.

As far as Georgia and Florida go, stumpage inventory is
available and harvesting capacity should be in good shape
overall. However, trucking capacity is sliding and will most
likely get worse. So why is trucking capacity the weakest
link in the wood fiber production chain?

While there are many reasons that trucking is a major
expense in any industry, transporting wood fiber especially
whole trees, is unique compared to other industries. Com-
panies that transport wood fiber, unlike most trucking
companies, have very little leverage to negotiate what
their freight rates will be. From a business and safety
standpoint, truck owners are challenged to operate under
these conditions where there is no profit in their capital
investment to offset basic truck expenses ranging from
fuel, parts and even qualified drivers. Many companies
subsidize their trucking expenses from other segments of
their logging company income. Some companies have tra-
ditionally utilized contract trucking companies instead of
owning their own trucks. However, the same financial
issues apply to these companies which has led to their
decline and lack of availability.

Currently, the most crippling factor shutting down log
trucks is insurability. Not only rapidly increasing premiums

but in many cases no insurance
companies are available or willing
to write policies. What has caused this and what are solu-
tions to correct this potentially crippling effect on the
overall industry?

In a report issued by the Property Casualty Insurers Associ-
ation of America for the period 2013-2015, Georgia ranked
number one in commercial auto loss ratio for the entire
United States and Florida ranked fourth. The report lists
lawsuits as the number one cause resulting in these statis-
tics. The bottom line is insurance companies would rather
settle out of court rather than face a jury trial. While this
may be a cheaper strategy for many cases, this policy has
still resulted in an unfavorable climate for insurance com-
panies to justify their exposure in states like Georgia and
Florida.

Safety programs, proper record keeping and driver screen
are still crucial elements to avoid rate increases and main-
tain insurability. However, some type of tort reform is
needed to stop courts from paying out settlements that
are unjustified for many accident cases.

The SWPA is making efforts to educate legislators about
this issue and the negative economic impact it will eventu-
ally have on both states economies if not addressed.
Please reach out to state officials you may know. There is
data available to support what | have address in this arti-
cle.

Also, mark your calendars for June 2 and 3 to attend the
2017 SWPA annual meeting at Jekyll Island, Georgia. This
would be a good time to plan a vacation with your family
and take advantage of the trade show as well. More infor-
mation will be available very soon. Once again, if Pam and |
can be of any assistance to you, please do not hesitate to
contact us.

“You have to think anyway, so why not

. . ’”
think big! — DONALD TRUMP

Tommy Carroll is the Executive Director of the Southeastern Wood Producers Association, Inc., which represents logging professionals in
Georgia and Florida. The SWPA Inc is headquartered in Hilliard, Florida. For more information please contact us at (904) 845-7133 or you may contact Tommy
directly at (478) 952-2809. website: www.swpa.ag Tommy’s email: tcarroll@swpa.ag
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SWPA

Southeastern Wood

Producers Association Inc.

is the voice of timber harvesting
professionals in Florida and
Georgia since 1990. The
association exists for the sole
purpose of furthering the timber
harvesting profession through

advocacy and services provided to

our membership.

OUR MISSION

e Establish a positive public image of
wood producers

e Provide quality continuing logger
education

e Encourage responsible harvesting
practices

* Be the leading advocate for timber
harvesting professionals in Georgia
and Florida

® Report news and economic data

e Monitor workers compensation &
other business insurance issues

Director: Tommy Carroll
Publisher: SWPA Inc.
P:(904) 845-7133

F:(904) 845-7345

WEB: www.swpa.ag

“Out of the Woods” distributed quarterly.

D.n\ll:.c,p_ﬁnvl 4

A Quarterly Publication of The Southeastern Wood Producers Association
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ARE YOU PAYING THE

LOWEST PRICE POSSIBLE

FOR TIRES AND FILTERS?

...YOU SHOULD BE
BUYING FROM SWRA
PURLCHASE PARTNERS!
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SWPA - 2017 ANNUAL MEETING
Jekyll Island Convention Center
Jekyll Island, Georgia
June 2 - 3, 2017

MARK YOUR CALENDARS to join other SWPA members and supporters for fun and fellowship while viewing the latest equip-
ment, supplies, services and technologies for wood fiber harvesting and transportation.

ANNUAL MEETING LOCATION
Jekyll Island Convention Center
75 N. Beachview Drive, Jekyll Island, GA 31527

ANNUAL MEETING EVENTS

Thursday - June 1, 2017
1:00PM Golf Tournament  proceeds go to “Log A Load for Kid’s Charity”

Friday - June 2, 2017

9:00AM - 1:00PM Continuing Logger Education
(FL Master Logger Renewal / GA Master Timber Harvester credits)

1:00PM - 6:00PM Registration/Hospitality/Vendor Areas

Saturday - June 3, 2017

8:00AM - 2:30PM Registration/Hospitality/Vendor Areas
6:00PM - 7:00PM President’s Reception
6:45PM — 9:00PM Kid’s Night Out

7:00PM — 9:00PM

ACCOMMODATIONS
Holiday Inn Resorts
Villas By The Sea
Hampton Inn & Suites
Beachview Club Hotel
Days Inn & Suites
Westin Jekyll Island
Quality Inn & Suites
Jekyll Realty

Parker -Kaufman

Jekyll Island Campground
Jekyll Island Club Hotel

WHILE VISITING JEKYLL ISLAND...

Summer Waves

Three Oaks Farms

Guided Segway Tours
Jekyll Island Boat Tours
Georgia Sea Turtle Center
Jekyll Island Museum

Mini Golf / Bike Rentals
Jekyll Island Golf Club
Jekyll Harbor Marina

Jekyll Island Fishing Center

Annual Meeting Banquet

912-635-2211
912-635-2521
912-635-3733
912-635-2256
912-635-9800
912-835-4545
912-635-2202
912-635-3301
912-635-2512
912-635-3021
912-635-2600

912-635-2074
912-635-9500
912-635-9704
912-635-3152
912-635-4444
912-635-4036
912-635-2648
912-635-2368
912-635-3137
912-635-3556

Ask for SWPA Annual Meeting Rates
Ask for SWPA Annual Meeting Rates
Ask for SWPA Annual Meeting Rates

Vacation Home Rentals
Vacation Home Rentals
Campground

Resort

Water Park
Horseback Riding

Trolley Tours

Vol 28 Issue 12017 ® SWPA Out of the Woods ® swpa.ag ® 6
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Log A Load for Kids is an annual campaign which began in 1988 when loggers and
: Sl others in the forest products community donated the value of a load of logs to their
NMiracie Matwork  10cal CMN hospital. Today, Log A Load is a leader in CMN Hospitals’ fundraising, raising
= Honpitiln more than $2 million annually through golf tournaments, fishing events, dinners,
truck loads of log donations and other events.

1pm Thursday June 1st | Sponsored by Southeastern Wood Producers Association
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GEORGIA

LTOWIT | Ropert Farris, Director

Do you ever have days when you think nobody
cares about the work you do? We’ve all been there, | sus-
pect, but today is not that day for you! Events of the last
six months have created opportunities for all sectors of
the forest community to lend support to harvesters and
processors working hard to clean up what Mother Nature
has been leaving behind.

Despite recent rainfall, the long lasting impact of
Georgia’s drought is still very real. As of early February,
almost half of the state was experiencing drought levels
ranging from “abnormally dry” to “extreme drought,”
according to the US Drought Monitor. That lack of rain has
led to numerous consequences, including stressed and
dying trees, full wood yards, bark beetle infestations, and
wildfire.

Timber salvage operations have been going full force
since fall, following more than 5,100 wildfires that black-
ened an estimated 31,000 acres of state and private land,
along with another 42,000 acres on US Forest Service
lands. Looking ahead, the National Interagency Fire Cen-
ter is also predicting above normal significant wildfire
potential this spring across south Georgia and Florida.

A series of tornadoes that ripped through several south
Georgia counties in January resulted in 16 fatalities and
extensive property damage. They also brought down an
estimated 27,000 acres of forestland valued at more than
$41 million. Extensive salvage operations there began
almost immediately, and Georgia Governor Nathan Deal
issued an executive order to temporarily increase maxi-
mum weights on logging trucks hauling salvaged timber
on state maintained roadways.

As if storms, fires and drought weren’t enough, Georgia’s
mild winter is contributing to an unprecedented outbreak
of Ips engraver beetle activity. It comes on the heels, as
well, of an unusually active southern pine beetle season
in coastal communities. We suspect this may be an indica-
tor of what’s to come this summer. Because bark beetles
are attracted to and thrive on stressed trees, damaged
branches and logging debris, the Georgia Forestry Com-
mission’s Forest Health team is urging landowners to
carefully survey their property for evidence of damage

The Director’s Corner
Georgia Forestry Commission

and infestations. Professional forest managers are sharing
advice about specific forest management strategies that
deal with the problems. Practices such as prescribed
burning and thinning operations, which are normally ben-
eficial to maintaining the health of a forest stand, can
place additional stress on already drought- or wildfire-
stressed trees. Any additional stress may make those
stands even more susceptible to the infestation and
spread of bark beetles. Where warranted, it may be best
to delay these practices until the stands recover from
drought and wildfire stress.

Current conditions point to the need for all of us to take a
stand for the health and sustainability of Georgia’s
forests. Additional wildfire activity and/or increased bark
beetle activity into the coming months will make it even
more critical that the entire forestry community work
together to prioritize salvage and control operations. Pri-
orities and patience are needed as we work together to
salvage as much of this timber as time and equipment
allow. Recognizing our challenges in the woods and at the
mills will go a long way toward solving issues, as will stay-
ing focused on that bigger, mutual goal - maintaining
healthy, sustainable forests. By doing that, we can
continue to provide the products and environmental serv-
ices for which Georgians depend on us, today and also
tomorrow.

GEORGIA FORESTRY
COMMISSION

Vol 28 Issue 12017 ® SWPA Out of the Woods @® swpa.ag ® 8



SWPA Executive Officers 2016 - 2018

| i President: John Lane . et e i ——— — ]
Coastal Logging Co Inc

John Lane’s childhood memories stem from working in the woods on his father’s logging crew. Growing up in the
industry made it easy for him to begin his own business in 1981. He and his wife Donna started Coastal Logging Co
from humble beginnings and today it has grown to a three crew operation. John’s son, Johnny, and his wife Sarah are
active in the business as well and represent the fifth generation of the Lane family in the timber industry. John also
and serves in the national logging association, the American Logger’s Council, as SWPA's representative, within the
Georgia Forestry Association as well as the Glynn County Forestry Commission. John stated that he got involved
because: “I felt it was my responsibility to become more active in issues that affect loggers and the future of the
logging industry.”

Vice President: Scott Gies me e
Gies Timber & Land Inc.

Scott first joined the SWPA after leaving the consuming side of the industry to establish a logging business in early
2007. He was elected to serve as a Board member in 2010. Scott’s harvesting operations are primarily in northeast
Florida and southeast Georgia. He is married to Sheila Gies and has a daughter, Jennifer Hale (husband Clint Hale),
granddaughters Ella and Anna, a son Douglas and a daughter Kelli. Scott was also a Florida Logger’s Council member
of the Florida Forestry Association. When asked why he serves loggers as an SWPA Board Officer he said: “I feel that it
important for those of us in the timber harvesting profession to have a unified voice. We are the ultimate stewards of
the forest, and unless we as group make this known there is an assumption that we are not. By serving the members

of the SWPA it is my hope to help get this message out to the public at large.”

mmmm Secretary-Treasure: Russell Fowler
Flint River Timber of GA, Inc.
Russell received a B.S. in Forest Resources in 1988, then started his career in the industry working for G.P. and the
former Stone Container in the Big Bend of Florida and southwest Georgia. His exposure to the industry in the early
90’s, along with its changes, led to the founding of a private wood dealership, Flint River Timber in Cairo, GA. The
buying and selling of wood developed into investment in the logging business. The support of sub-contractors and
company owned logging crews is vital to the success of a modern day timber dealership. Russell has always supported
loggers and feels communication between forestry associations, the public and the industry is essential. Involvement
with the SWPA is the most important link in accomplishing this task.

Past PreSIder_lt.: Rl_chard Schwab - —
MA Rigioni Inc.
Richard Schwab began working with the family business, M. A. Rigoni, Inc., Perry, Florida, in 1990. He worked his
n way up within the organization as an equipment operator in the woods, to a mechanic, to managing a crew in 1992.
| From 1992 to 1995 Richard worked as crew foreman. From 1995 to present Richard has been responsible for
e . procurement and new business development for all of the company crews and contractors. MA Rigoni operates
three crews, a couple of private contractors, and a land clearing crew. Richard accepted a leadership role in the
SWPA in the Fall of 2008 because “he is passionate about the logging industry and wants to do as much as possible
to make a difference.” Richard said, “I realized that unless we speak up for ourselves as a unified industry we are
allowing others to control our destiny.”

mmmmm  Executive Director: Tommy Carroll . . e —— — |
SWPA Inc.
Tommy Carroll, Executive Director of the Southeastern Wood Producers Association (SWPA), has 37 years of
experience in the timber harvesting industry. This includes 10 years with Union Camp Corporation working as crew
foreman on company timber harvesting crews and later as a wood yard manager. For the next 15 years, Carroll was
employed by Canal Wood Corporation as Harvesting Compliance Coordinator. The primary focus of this position
placed an emphasis on safety and environmental compliance programs with Canal's timber harvesting contractors
and company facilities throughout the south eastern and mid-western United States. Carroll began work for the
SWPA in 2001 first as Education Director and became the Executive Director in 2007. Carroll served as chairman of the
Georgia Forestry Association's Logging and Transportation Committee from 1996 to 2000 and currently sits on
Georgia’s SFI Statewide Implementation Committee and Logger Education Committee.

Vol 28 Issue 12017 ® SWPA Out of the Woods ® swpa.ag ® 9



The Florida Forest Service

Director’s Desk

Reforestation Cost Share Program Aims to Boost
Florida’s Working Forests

Wildfire danger is on the rise in Florida. During October
through December, the state saw above-average tempera-
tures and below average rainfall, except for those areas
affected by Hurricane Matthew. Looking ahead, the NOAA
Climate Prediction Center is currently forecasting above
average temperatures for the entire state through March.
This is likely a response to the current weak La Nina condi-
tions. Florida’s overall mean drought index currently sits at
approximately 355, which is much drier than it was during
the same time last year, which was only an index of 42. The
Keech-Byram Drought Index measures soil dryness on a
scale of 0-800, with 800 being the driest. The Florida For-
est Service’s Okeechobee District is currently the driest
area of the state with its drought index already at 600. It is
important to note that these warm and dry weather condi-
tions are trending earlier this year than they were during
recent “bad” wildfire years.

Florida Wildfires Per Week 2017
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Jim Karels, State Forester

In the coming months, the area of most concern is the
peninsula, south of the I-4 corridor, though we do expect
heightened wildfire activity across the state in varying
degrees. The peninsula will continue to see below average
rainfall this year, which will likely continue into May. With
above-average temperatures expected to continue through
the onset of summer, and potentially throughout 2017,
Florida is ripe for severe wildfire activity.

For this reason, we are asking Floridians to be especially
careful with any fire or ignition source while outdoors. For
equipment operators that work in the woods, we recom-
mend the following vehicle safety tips:

*Be sure chains and other metal parts aren’t dragging
from the vehicle- they throw sparks.

eCheck your tire pressure. Driving on an exposed wheel
rim can cause sparks.

*Be careful driving through or parking on dry grass or
brush. Hot exhaust pipes can start the grass on fire.

eNever let brake pads wear too thin as metal on metal
can cause sparks.

Vol 28 Issue 12017 ® SWPA Out of the Woods ® swpa.ag ® 10



FLORIDA

The Florida Forest Service i
Director’s Desk (continued) —~

Jim Karels, State Forester

We are also asking folks to keep their eyes open for suspi- e|dentify physical descriptions of suspects.

cious wildfire activity. Wildfire arson is consistently cited as eldentify the location where the suspicious behavior
one of the most frequent causes of wildfire in Florida, with  was observed.

individual arson fires causing damages to resources and With the help of our partners in the forestry and logging
communities that can total more than a hundred million industry, we can help keep our abundant natural resources
dollars (U.S. Forest Service). Having your eyes out in the safe from wildfires during this especially risky time.

field will be vital for preventing, and/or providing rapid
response to, arson-caused wildfires. If you ever have any
information about arson wildfires, contact Florida’s Arson
Alert Hotline at 1-800-347-5869 or call 911. Callers can
remain anonymous and information about arson could
result in a reward of up to $5,000. When reporting
suspected wildfire arson activity, remember the following

The Florida Forest Service, a division of the Florida Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Consumer Services, manages
more than 1 million acres of state forests and provides for-
est management assistance on more than 17 million acres
of private and community forests. The Florida Forest Serv-
ice is also responsible for protecting homes, forestland and
natural resources from the devastating effects of wildfire
¢Call 911 immediately. on more than 26 million acres.

*Do not approach the suspect.

. . o . Learn more at FloridaForestService.com.
e|dentify vehicle descriptions and license plates.

Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook
March 2017
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MAXI-LOAD PLATFORM SCALES

(Professional Grade|

Rebate Program for SWPA Members

Wireless 88000" 3
DUME EI MANI-LOAD '
Compact & Easy to Move

I You can Load There - We can Weigh There

# All weather conditians
# Al Gemund condfions
# 17 oars of Proven Parformanica

Put Your Truck Weights within 1% of Mill Scale
# No Light Leads

+ No Duerwight Pevalie

+ Mioesize Tnuckieg Income

2Year Warranty
www.maxiload.com

sales@maxiload.com
1-877-265-1486

Spociaiizing in Faresny, Lagaing, Wiad Froduems, & Agricuiture since: 1985
HATES HEWETT & FLOYTY

[NEIEANCE AGIMEY

3400 Crill Ave. Suite 2
Palatka, FL 32177
Phone: 386-328-1100
Fax: 386-329-1100
Toll Free1-800-375-LOGS(5647)

Buddy: buddy@bates-hewett.com
Buddy Mobile: 386-546-9756

Buddy Evans & Chris Lands

SWPA TRANSPORTATION
MARKETPLACE:

Wanted

Big Cypress and Oversized Pine Logs
Cracker Style Log Homes & Sawmiill
Williston, FL
Contact: Bubba 352-529-2070

SWPA has no responsibility or liability for any activity
related to information provided or any services provided
as a result of these listings.

PLACE YOUR
MARKETPLACE AD
HERE.

CONTACT SWPA: 904-845-7133

Vol 28 Issue 12017 ® SWPA Out of the Woods ® swpa.ag @ 12



THE FACT IS...
SWPA CANNOT MAKE YOUR VOICE HEARD
WITHOUT YOUR HELP.

WANT TO HELP?
SWPAILOGPAC FUND

DONATE DIRECTLY: CALL 904-845-7133
-OR -
VisiT THE SWPA APPAREL STORE ONLINE

CLICK ON THE LINK TO THE SWPA STORE ON WWW.SWPA.AG
PROCEEDS FROM ALL PURCHASES BENEFIT THE SWPA LOGPAC

Reoss Ferrell wiww, farrallimber.com

I::I WINEer m

CLARK LANE

AU W e ec ke B, T Pl 158
Sulvanin, Cia BadT

ITSABRER S8 ST E FREP TN, SN T TLANIE COTIRA TV )

e __ - - ) ISR ANCE SOLLTIONS
Phi8l2-281-4238 farmmilfimberi@amail.com R TR SIS COMAMERCTAL PERSCRAL LIREY e LIEATTLS

FMCSA CERTIFIED

T A i Couaring:
MEDICAL EXAMINER H”Tlﬁlﬂ South Caroina
.......
Northern Georgia
4600 Reagan Drive, Charlotte, NC 28206
DOT PHYSICALS 1-877-875-9616 - Fax: 704-596-6681
$60.00
DR. OSCAR J. DELL, JR, D.C.
912-285-2035  MON-FRL 9-12 & 2-5
1223 ALICE STREET, WAYCROSS, GA Steve Ford
WALK-INS WELCOME - SATURDAY BY APPOINTMENT ,\SAaL‘_’IS (I\;Ioaz?)%%grmoz
oplle: -
SWPA MEMBER

Email: stevef@dwotc.com www.trelansoutheast.com
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Safety First AMERICAN

LOGGERS

counNncCiL

| recently stumbled across an article posted in the North Kentucky Tribune titled, “Logging by far deadliest job
in U.S.; fishing, pilots/flight engineers next, says U.S. Labor Dept.” When your mission states “To enhance the
logging profession, provide a unified voice on logging issues; and cooperate with public, industrial and private
timberland owners to further sustainable forestry practices,” | hardly believe that this is what we had in mind.

Seeing how | thought that we were doing a better job promoting safety which, in my mind, is a part of the pro-
fessionalism we are supposed to be “enhancing,” | went to the Department of Labor’s web site, or more impor-
tantly the Bureau of Labor Statistics, to see if | could determine just where the problems are. As it turns out, |
discovered that we are lumped into this category that includes Farming, Fishing and Forestry, so | had to dig a
little deeper. What | did find out is that there was actually a decrease in the number of fatalities in the Forestry
and Logging category from 2014 to 2015, but unfortunately, there were fewer of us doing those jobs due to
downsizing, mechanization and attrition, so the number of fatalities per 100,000 employed actually rose dur-
ing 2015.

This is not the direction we want to be headed for several reasons.

First, the loss of life due to an accident that could have been prevented is not acceptable, and as we all know,
most accidents are preventable.

Second, when we are trying to attract new employees to this industry, this is not the track record that needs to
be advertised.

Third, when workers comp rates go up, this is the reason. No matter how safe your job site is, there are others
in the industry who are not performing as safely as they could be and you are helping to pay the bills for them.

During our Summer Board of Director’s meeting last July, we were discussing some of the issues that we
should be focusing on over the next several years, and Dave Cupp with Walsh Timber in Zwolle, Louisiana and
representing our Individual Logger Members made the statement that we should also focus on losing our sta-
tus as being the most dangerous occupation in the nation and at the very least get out of the top three. Visit-
ing again with Dave this week he stated, “| feel very strongly that we can change this culture and not accept
this as a part of our business.”

The American Loggers Council will be addressing this issue in 2017 and beyond, and by doing so will be helping
to create a safe work environment where we can attract and retain the best and brightest young men and
women in the country to sustainably harvest our Nation’s forests. You can help us. Don’t ignore safety issues
on your job. Discuss near misses at tailgate safety sessions, recognize safe practices and offer incentives for
achieving safety goals, and by all means, make it your responsibility that everyone has the opportunity to re-
turn home each and every evening to their families. Let’s make this a safe, productive and prosperous 2017.

Danny Dructor is the Executive Vice President for the American Loggers Council, residing near Hemphill, Texas.

The American Loggers Council is a 501 (c)(6) not for profit trade organization representing professional timber
harvesters in 32 states across the United States. If you would like to learn more about the ALC, please visit their
web site at www.amloggers.com, or contact their office at 409-625-0206.
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RUGGED AND SMOOTH?

TRANSMISSION
ACCOMPLISHED.

Introducing the Continuously Variable Transmission. The forest is hard on
transmissions — and loggers. That’s why every L-Series Skidder from John Deere

features our exclusive CVT. The CVT is a mechanical transmission providing all the

rugged power the job demands, with a hydrostatic assist for smooth, easy operation.

By automatically adjusting output torque, it provides maximum power to the ground —
without manually shifting gears. And by maintaining a constant engine speed, it improves
fuel economy, reduces engine wear and extends transmission life. Just one more example
of how we're changing the logging game. At John Deere, We're For Loggers.

Mechanical transmission (gold)
with hydrostatic assist (silver)

@ JOHN DEERE

JohnDeere.com/GameChangers




IPA SV
Truck Driver Safety

JJ Lemire

Each day across America millions of truck drivers haul
products to support our economy. Trucking plays a huge
role in the wood products industry from logs to finished
furniture. Trucking is the way our industry moves its prod-
ucts to market. Once the truck leaves the logging job or
mill, drivers are on their own and away from direct super-
vision. There is a huge amount of responsibility and liabil-
ity based upon the driver’s decisions and actions.

The US Federal Highway Administration releases data each
year the we must take to heart. Driver safety is extremely
important and we must do all we can to reduce the num-
ber of accidents. Make safe driving a lifelong habit. Did
you know that EVERY 21 MINUTES, a road departure fatal-
ity occurs.

As we investigate the ever-increasing numbers of truck ac-
cidents, we found two main causes — SPEED and driver dis-
tractions. Items such as using a cell phone or CB radio,
becoming sleepy from long hauls, and boredom are all
dominos in the accident process. The driver has direct con-
trol of both the speed and distraction factors. Control
them and you make it home to family and friends. Do
nothing and the end result is you become a statistic for us
to talk about.

But what about external sources of hazards beyond your
control? How often have you seen, or heard of another
driver that cuts the truck because the driver did not want
to be stuck behind the tractor and trailer.

Hazard recognition can help reduce the number of acci-
dents caused by the truck and trailer leaving the road. Let
us look at these hazards and address some simple ideas
how to keep safety awareness at a high level. Some topics
to discuss include:

Animals on the road - do not try to swerve suddenly to
avoid them as the center of gravity can move and cause
rollovers.

Fog and heavy rain - slow down when visibility is not good.
These conditions reduce the distance you can see in front
of you.

Gawking at the scenery —avoid this distraction and keep
your attention on the road in front of you.

Road conditions — pot holes, loose gravel and uneven sur-
faces create hazards that can lead to flat tires, or loss of
control of the truck. Scan ahead to avoid them.

Narrow roads — slow down to navigate areas on bridges
and country roads.

Farm equipment — if you drive in rural areas, this is a way
of life. Be prepared for the unexpected.

School buses — always be aware that these buses make fre-
guent stops and that he children do not always follow the
rules when crossing high traffic areas.

Curves — slow down. More trucks rollover due to excessive
speed for the road condition. You may be doing the
posted “speed” as you enter a curve or ramp but it may be
too fast for your load.

Black ice and snow — in many areas, bridges especially, ice
and snow can cause you to lose traction. Use caution as
the weather ices before the road.”

Accidents can be prevented. Lowering risk through safety
awareness reduces the chance of an accident. Taking the
time to hold safety briefings with your trucking employees
will demonstrate your concern for them. Drive safely.

2017 Safety Meeting Record

Date: Company:

Conducted by:(signature)

Names and signatures of ALL attendees to be attached.
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Rollovers? LOOK UP!

Bryan Wagner

Overhead hazards are a clear and present danger in our
forest industry. Our industry on a daily basis deals with
height, weight and gravity issues. When something goes
wrong, these properties are proven killers to our woods
workers. Catastrophic injury and death are the results of
overhead hazards. We must fight the risk from above by
being alert and aware. Safety briefings by management
can help keep awareness at a good level. Overhead haz-
ards are a “team” battle. Our logging crews or teams can
reduce the risk of overhead hazards by working together.
Overhead hazards must first be spotted or identified.
When a hazard is found, proper decisions and actions can
defuse the risk. The process starts by LOOKING UP!

Proper, well maintained head protection (hard hats) are re-
quired and mandatory on a logging job. This includes any-
one on the ground, outside the protection of equipment
that is equipped with ROPS and FOPS. Equipment opera-
tors are encouraged to wear head protection even while in
the safety of an enclosed cab. Hard hats can prevent injury
in the case of machine roll over, or from sudden, un-
planned stops.

Look Up and Out! Scan your ground travel path at least 50
ahead of you. Scan at least 100 feet ahead for overhead
hazards.

Don’t place yourself under anything that can move due to
gravity or the loss of hydraulic pressure.

Maintain at least two tree lengths from any felling area.
The industry standard for the two-tree length rule is 300
feet, or 100 yards. This distance can be highlighted in

safety meetings, one hundred yards is a common rifle
sight-in range. One hundred yards is the length of a foot-
ball field.

Be Visible! Be Seen! Make yourself visible by wearing high
contrast clothing and high visibility safety colors.

Never walk into a work area with running and moving
equipment. Equipment must be stopped, engine cut-off,
and all hydraulic implements grounded.

Use proper felling techniques. Directional felling tech-
niques reduce the risk of “struck-by” accidents. Proper
notching and adequate hinge wood insures a timber cut-
ter’s safety.

Take the time to review the risk of overhead hazards with
your employees, or team. Heightened awareness reduces
the risk of injury or death to our woods workers and loved
ones. Remember, Look Up and Live!

2017 Safety Meeting Record

Date: Company:

Names and signatures of ALL attendees to be attached.

Conducted by:(signature)
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Nokian Tyres specializes in forestry tires for the toughest conditions. The Nokian
Forest King TRS LS-2 skidder tire features the latest in forestry tire technology like
our most cut and crack resistant forestry compound, four wide breakers under the
tread area and tire shoulders to protect against punctures and strengthened bead
to handle the heaviest loads. All Nokian skidder tires are made in Finland to
ensure you have the highest quality tire in the forest.
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STUTHEASTERN WUTD PRUDUCERS ASSTUCLIATION
BART ALLEN MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP 2017
PO Box 9Hilliard, Florida 32046

(904) 845-7133 Fax: (904) 845-7345
Email: scholars@swpa.ag

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION DEADLINE: APRIL 15,2017

ATTENTION: SWPA'’s ability to award these scholarships is dependent upon funding!
Please send in a DONATION to fund these scholarships by April 15, 2017.
Call SWPA at 904-845-7133 for more information.

SWPA is pleased to announce that SWPA will be awarding two (2) $1,000.00 college
scholarships and two (2) $500.00 college scholarships for eligible 2017 and one $500.00
scholarship will be awarded to eligible Florida recipients and one $1,000.00 and one $500.00
scholarship each will be awarded to eligible Georgia recipients. This scholarship was
established in 2001 in memory of Bart Allen, the son of Joe and Marion Allen, who was
tragically killed on August 22, 2001.

If you are a member of SWPA in good standing and have a qualifying recipient interested in one
of these scholarships, please complete and return the application or call the SWPA office at (904)
845-7133. In addition to a complete application, a letter of recommendation and a short essay as
to why the applicant feels he or she is the best candidate must be attached. Winners will be
required to submit a photograph for use in SWPA Publications including: “Out of the Woods”,
www.swpa.ag and possible press releases. In addition, scholarship recipients selected are
required to submit proof of college registration to in order to receive their scholarship funds.

Please don’t delay! The applications and supporting documentation must be received by SWPA no
later than April 15, 2017. We would like to make an award at their respective high school
graduation or awards day if time allows and the winners will also be recognized at the 2017 SWPA
Annual Meeting.

EACH YEAR DONATIONS TO THE BART ALLEN MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND MAKE THIS
PROGRAM POSSIBLE. THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS WOULD LIKE TO THANK ALL THAT
CONTRIBUTED TO THE BART ALLEN MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM.

CONTRIBUTIONS ARE NEEDED TO MAKE SURE THIS CAN CONTINUE TO PROVIDE
SCHOLARSHIPS TO DESERVING MEMBER FAMILIES PLEASE CONTACT US AT
904-845-7133 AND ASK ABOUT HOW YOU CAN DONATE TO THIS WORTHY PROGRAM.
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SOUTHEASTERN WoOOD PRODUCERS ASSOCIATION
BART ALLEN MEMORIAL
SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION

| BAMS APPLICATION DEADLINE; April 15, 2017 i

LY EE——— - ST E———— |

CHECK One: LIS1,000 GA L5500 Assoc. GA
LES1.000 FL LI$500 Assoc. FL

wame in full: [ate of Birth:

Home Address: Home Phone:

Parcnts” or Grand parcnts
(Dnlified SWPA  Name:

MEMBER MName] Address: City: ST Zip__ !
Member
I-l‘.elatinnship: FParent Lrandparent
Ceradnntion Date’ Time: Liscation:

(T Applicable ) Awords Might Dage/Time;

Same & Phone No, Tor High School Guidanee (Mfice:

ACADEMILC

RECORID:

High School Mame

Adiress City Siate Fip
High Schioil G4 Clasa Hank Cerailunthon Dale Seores: AT ACT T

Lniversity and/or Callege you will be attending®

Anticipated date of enrollment

Sumrnarize your high school schivvements and aetivities, (A Uach additienal docamenis please).
{a) Henors and Awards

ity Extracnrricular Activities

e} List all work experience and your responsblsilites

(b Alach a sleet gssay as o "Why vew ool you ace Uiy best candidate™ o receive this seluolis ligs

(e} Atruch Letter of Recommendution.

I certify that all the above information on this application is troe, correct and complete to the best of my

knowledge,
sirnature:

Form can aise be faund on Wk sepe.ag {oos for o ink fo “Bet Allea Momaeo! Scholarsmp” from the bome page
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ARE YOU MAKING THE MOST OF YOUR SWPA MEMBERSHIP?

FIND OUT IF YOU COULD SAVE ON GOODS YOU PURCHASE
EVERY DAY THROUGH SWPA’S PURCHASE PROGRAMS

SWPA MEMBER TESTIMONIALS...

R.P. Glass Jr

Timber Services of Georgia

“About a month ago | bought a
couple of fuel filters at the NAPA
store for another brand at a cost of
$102 and change. Later that day
my travel route changed and | was
able to go by my Baldwin dealer
where | purchased the same two
filters for $47 and change. The
SWPA Baldwin Filter program saved
me over 50% for the same filters!”

Jerry Gray

Gray Logging Inc.

“Last month | bought two new
SWPA Purchase Program (Primex-
30.5, 26 ply) Forestry Tires and
saved over $800.00 on the
purchase. | just saved enough to
pay my SWPA dues for two years
and believe | will save more before
this year is out. Thank you SWPA
for an excellent member benefit!”

v Fleetmatics

GPS Fleet Management
Contact: Jackie Jallick

(727) 674-2850
jackie.jallick@fleetmatics.com
for your SWPA Members Savings
benefit with S100 Rebate back to
the your Association

For more info go to:

WWW.swpa.ag/
sponsorships/
purchase-power-program

2017 PURCHASE PROGRAM PARTNERS:
Primex Forestry Tires

PRIMEX DEALER LIST

GIANT TIRES SALES 3523 US Hwy 67 Whigham, GA 39897 (229)-762-3230
Rudy Harrelson Cell# (229) 873-1806

ANDY SMART TIRE 2901 Creek Street, Middleburg, FL 32068 (904)545-5238
Andy Smart

COLEMAN STORE 7521 Hwy 15 S., White Plains, GA 30678 (706)467-2068

Kenny Stewart

GARRETT TIRE 4720 Weiss Lake Road, Leesburg, AL (256) 526-8172
Steve or Chris

GCR TIRES & SERVICE 3710 Memorial Dr., Waycross, GA 31503 (912) 285-9610

TRUCK TIRE CENTERS OF CHATTANOOGA 2036 Polymer Dr. Chattanooga, TN 37421
Tracy Luther Cell# (256) 996-1960 Office # (423) 892-9983

PrimeX SWPA Qualified Member Pricing Effective June 1, 2016

Size Ply Design Type | SWPA Product
Mbr Code
Cost
18.4-26 16 Log Stomper STL LS-2 T.T. $1,200. | 453509
23.1-26 16 Log Monster LS-2 TBL $1,795. | 464512
24.5-32 20 Log Stomper FX23 LS-2 T.T. $2,250. | 450584
28L-26 20 Log Monster LS-2 TBL $1,860. | 464518
28L-26 20 Log Stomper Extreme LS-2 TBL $2,100. | 461518
30.5-32 26 Log Monster LS-2 TBL $2,300. | 464917
30.5-32 26 Log Stomper Extreme LS-2 TBL $2,750. | 461917
35.5-32 26 Log Monster LS-2 TBL $3,400. | 464921
35.5-32 26 Log Stomper Extreme LS-2 TBL $3,895. | 461921
67x3400-25 | 20 LS Super Flotation Steel HF-4 | TBL $3,700. | 451497
66x4300-25 | 20 LS Super Flotation Steel HF-4 | TBL $4,100. | 451501
73x4400-32 | 20 Log Stomper FX HF-4 TBL $4,600. | 452593

e Baldwin Filters
http://www.baldwinfilter.com/
Find a dealer or ask us to help you with your current dealer. Call 904-845-7133

BALOWIN
(FiLTERs| BALDWIN FILTERS:
YOU PAY 45% BELOW STORE (RETAIL) PRICE

For Example: Price Before - $100.00 Price Now - $55.00
$45.00 Savings on 1 Filter!
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Finally, a Forestry Tire

that's as rugged and
dependable as you.

FORESTRY TIRES

Primex Forestry is thrilled to have been chosen NEW swpﬂ

as a new SWPA Tire Program Partner, “HE Pﬂuﬁm

Contact SWPA at (904) B45-7133 for more infor-
mation and to locate participating dealers. PABTHEH

Program starts March 1, 2014

For More Information about
Primex Forestry Tires call
Alliance Tire Group at 800-343-

ALLIANCE TIRE BROUP 3276 or visit wwnw.atgtire.com.




I imber Mizell Development, Inc.
- ‘E"- PO Box &E0M11 Callahan FL 32011
Comgiere slbe prep for refevestorion
ar - forest raps foAsiracnon g e e

.".‘ﬁ bggesl i Conwersin Lo ogfic vl use
Cell: fohdy G45-0511
Ou Adam .J. Mizell Faw (B04) 878-906%5
President gciglTs mize By Ehon com

Timber Price Reporting Service
* Southern Hardwood & Pine

=
e Stumpage & Delivered Prices ' B a n d lt
* Logging Rates & Biomass Prices '
INDUSTRIES, INC.

Wt Tee (Hippers « The aadd® Hornmngs nsem

*  Quarterly Reports

e Historical Prices 1irma Rovers will Forestry Mewer ol Slumy Grinder Shachmmis
Hiral Frnd Chippirs = Sarip Coibibern = Shiill St Miachmii
* Market Trends DOV AN R FNI o eedw i
. J, Allen Fryman & abymaradrbmmitohinpers,com
Tom Harris S sl g Sk AR Q) g Wb AT s s, B AL
706-542-2832 .

[ll_:!_:m WEI-TE W, AT TR
Jonathan Smith  Sara Baldwin Ceit: (380) 128-42T1 NEEN

706-542-4756 706-542-4760

www. TimberMart-South.com

Email: tmart@uga.edu * Fax 706-542-1670 W W W. S MA ] A G

Daniel B. Warnell School of Forestry & Natural Resources Membership, Resources,
The University of Georgia * Athens GA 30602 USA ! Classifieds and more...

Built Tough

For Demanding Applications

Baldwin Filters has been protecting all types of engine-powered equipment with
lube, air, fuel, hydraulic and coolant filters designed to meet the performance
requirements of today’s equipment for over 75 years.

Baldwin filters are recognized by maintenance professionals worldwide as high iy
quality, reliable and cost-effective products and are backed by a full warranty so i —
you are assured that your equipment is being protected by quality products.
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Insurance is a big pard of vour besiness, however you may be missing the most impeoriani policy.
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SUPERIOR SUPPORT, MAXIMUM UPTIME.

Contact your nearest Tidewater dealer today to leamn how Tigercat machines deliver maximum uptime and lowest

cost per ton.

WALTERBORO, SC ELIZABETHTOWN, NC PERRY, FL HAZLEHURST, GA FORSYTH, GA
843.538.3122 ©10.247.6391 850.843.8726 912.375.3317 478.994.9938
NEWBERRY, SC POLKTON, NC BRUNSWICK, GA STATESBORO, GA EVERGREEN, AL
TIDEWATER 803.276.8030 704.272.7685 912.265.8760 912.601.9924 251.578.1812
CONWAY, SC MAXVILLE, FL WAYCROSS, GA THOMASVILLE, GA THOMASVILLE, AL

843.397.9400 904.289.0806 912.282.9284 229.228.4948 334.6370939

WWW.TIDEWATEREQUIP.COM | FACEBOOK.COM/TIDEWATEREQUIP

| ®
comments@tigercat.com
WEBSITE |wwwiligercat.com

Tough ¢ Reliable * Productive

www.facebook.com/tigercat




SWPA “Out of-the Woods” ADVERTISING INDEX

Baldwin Filters (Purchase Partner)....24  Giant Tire Sales and Service ......... 30 Schaeffer's Specialized Lubes .. ...... 19
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Bitco ... 27  Knight ForestryInc.................. 2 TimberMartSouth ................ 24
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Yancey Bros............coiiiiiiaia. 4 Maxi-load........................ 12
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Dr.OscarDell ..................... 13 MurrayOilSales................... 19 5}! pport YOUR
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Foestry Mutual.................... 29  Quality Equipment & PartsInc ..... 2,25 i= =i _
GCRTIF® « e 32 SafetyOnSite..................... 19 A e '
Out of the Woods - Quarterly Publication Ad Rates
Full Page: Color (full bleed) $815.00 issue / Grayscale $675.00 issue For more information please contact:

(8.5” x 11” full bleed ink space) the SWPA Office
Half Page: Color $535.00 issue / Grayscale $405.00 issue PO Box 9, Hilliard, Florida 32046

(8.5” x 5.5” or 4.25” x 11” full bleed ink space) (904) 845-7133 Fax: (904) 845-7345
1/4 Page: Color $405.00 issue / Grayscale $275.00 issue email: pbennett@swpa.ag

(4” x 5.25” ink space)
Bus Card: Color $405.00 Annually / Grayscale $335.00 Annually
(3.5” x 2.1” ink space)

* X X

{ BITCO INSURANCE COMPANIES

****

What YOU do is what
WE protect.

BITCO knows the forest products business

For over 70 years we’ve been providing the insurance protection
and responsive services needed for wood-related risks.

Full service branch offices:

From workers compensation and general liability to auto and étr:anlta :gdianapglis gklagoms City
; . arlotte ansas City ittsburg
property c_overage, ypu ggt affordable prices along with safety Dallas Little Rock St. Louis
and security from a financially secure, A+ rated company. Denver Nashville San Antonio
. . Des Moines New Orleans

Best of all, you'll experience service from people who know

and care about your business. All programs may not be available in all states.
Insurance contracts are underwritten and issued by one or more of the
following: BITCO General Insurance Corporation and BITCO National
Insurance Company, rated A+ (Superior) by A.M. Best, A2 Stable by

10 0 YEAR S Moody’s, and A+ Strong by Standard and Poor’s.

INSURANCE FOR THE REAL WORLD oS

1-800-475-4477 | www.BITCO.com P
| BITCO INSURANCE COMPANIES *,*%*: OLD REPUBLIC INSURANCE GROUP
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2016-2018
Board of Directors

President

John Lane

(912) 267-1861

Vice President
Scott Gies

(904) 552-5831
Secretary-Treasurer
Russel Fowler
Chairman of the Board
Richard Schwab
(850) 584-7030

Staff

Executive Director
Tommy Carroll

(478) 952-2809
Administrative Assistant
Pam Bennett

(904) 845-7133

Board Members
Eddie Batten
Joe Burns
Paul Byrd
Steve Dixon
Charles Forte
Justin Foster
. Mark Fryer
R. P. Glass Jr.
Jerry Gray
Brian Henderson
“Darrell Henderson
Charles‘.‘.lq@hns F
Brett Matuszak \
Darlene McDonald
Randy McKenzie i
John Mullis .~
Jimbo Nathe
Ronnie Pollock’
Tommy Rollins
" Ken Sheppard
Keith Smith
Don Snively

Tim Southerland -

Dillon Stratton &
Coye Webb, Sr.

(904) 845-7133 | .«
Fax: (904) 845-7345
Email form to:

pbennett@swpa.ag

The Southeastern Wood Producers Association Inc., formed by loggers for loggers in 1990, is the leading ad-
vocate for professional loggers in Florida and Georgia. Your membership dues also support the American
Loggers Council, which is a national logging association uniting all state logging associations in the United
States. The SWPA staff is always available to serve you and answer your questions. Please give us a call to dis-
cuss member benefits and to learn about how you can be involved in your association. Together we make a
difference.

ALL LOGGING COMPANIES AMOUNT
Member companies are eligible for all SWPA Purchase Power Programs. Member $ 400.00
employees may attend any SWPA CLE workshops or SWPA Chapter Meetings at + $50.00*
no cost. Your annual dues provides for one full time woods crew and office staff. *Ea. Addl.
An additional $50.00 is due annually for each additional woods crew employed by Crew*

your operation at the time of your membership renewal.
PURCHASE PROGRAM MIEEMBER

ASSOCIATE MEMBER CATEGORIES

Consuming Wood Fiber Companies: $1,000.00
(Pulp, Kraft, Cellulose, Chip, Mulch & Large Saw mills). All employees eligible for

Education rate of $30 per person for all full day SWPA Workshops. No Charge for

District- Chapter Meetings and workshop 4 hours or less.

Small Saw Mills, Wood Brokers, Land Management Companies: All employees $ 500.00
eligible for Education rate of $30 per person for all full day SWPA Workshops, No
charge for District -Chapter Meetings and workshops 4 hours or less.

Merchant-Vendor Associates: Business member category only. Education bene- $ 300.00
fits do not apply. No Charge for District-Chapter Meetings. Contact SWPA for fur-

ther details or to establish an “alliance partner agreement” associated with this

membership category.

Platinum Associates: Eligible for Education rate of $30 per person for all full day $ 200.00
SWPA Workshops, No charge for District — Chapter Meetings and workshops 4

hours or less. This is an individual membership not available for Wood Producer -

wood fiber hauling companies.

Trucking Companies: Member companies are eligible for all SWPA Pur- 1-10 Trucks: $ 250.00
chase Power Programs. Eligible for Education rate of $30 per person for 11 _ 15 Trycks: $ 500.00
all full day SWPA Workshops, No charge for District — Chapter Meetings 15+ Trucks:  $1,000.00
and workshops of 4 hours or less. PURCHASE PROGRAM MIEMBER

Basic Associates: Friends of SWPA - Receive SWPA “Out of the Woods” newslet- $ 50.00
ter subscription and other member information and action alerts via email when

provided.

All Memberships receive SWPA “Out of the Woods” Newsletter Subscription

The American Loggers Council represents over 50,000 logging professionals in 28 states. The Southe-
sastern Wood Producers Association is proud to be a member of the American Loggers Council. For
more information please contact the ALC office at 409-625-0206 or e-mail at

americanlogger@aol.com.

Name: Fax No:

Company Name: Home Phone:

Address: Wk Phone:

City: St. VISA - Master Card - AMEX Accepted !
Zip County: |:| Check here if you wish to Call

with your Credit Card Information

Mail to: SWPA, P. 0. Box 9,
Hilliard, FL 32046 www.swpa.ag

Email Address:
Cell Phone:

I:I Check here if you wish to receive text.
Date: Checkit:
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We understand your business. We cﬁ:[ifvar
guatity service. We would love to serve you.
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FM: Workers' compensation specialist serving logging, sawmill and wood products
manufacturing businesses since 1971.

FM: Loss control, specialized training, other value-added services
FM: Workers' Comp Program endorsed by

% Carolina Logger's Assn. i
# NC Forestry Assn.
s
FORESTRY
Y MUTUAL

+ Tennessee Forestry Assn.
# \firginia Loggers Assn.
# SC Timber Producers Assn.

Forestry Insurance Speclalists:

Eddie Campbell—919-770-6132 =5 T BT s el o B
Jimmie Locklear—910-733-3300 801 Jones Franklin Rd. ¢ Raleigh NC 27606
Mick Carter—B03-863-1003 www.forestrymutual.com
Chris Huff—919-810-9485 Toll-free: 800-849-7788

Alan Schaefer—912-414-9778 Proudly serving NC, SC, VA, TN & GA



3523 Highway 8d1West
Whigham, GA 39857

Phone #229-762-3230 » Fax# 229-762.3240 e i T o W ey
Office Manager Allison Knight Lifekliimeliniforestiindustry
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Logging Contractors Sawmills
Consulting Foresters Standing Timber

Prescribed Burning Reforestation Insurance
Directors & Officers Hunt Club Liability
Land Owners Timberland Liability

_E\ AssuredPartners,
formerly n.&wsGDr..qnle

Contact Our Forestry Professionals 803 7320060

John Walker | Matt Hogan  www.davisgarvin.com
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i YOUKNOW WHERE OUR
4 TIRES COME FROM.

WE KNOW WHERE
THEY'RE GOING.
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Tallahassee, FL Waycross GA
4702 Capital Circle NW 3710 Memorial Drive

Firestone

Tallahassee, FL 32303 Waycross, GA 31502
(850) 222.3130 {812) 285-9610
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